BREAKING BARRIERS...

MALIS: A SURVIVOR'S TALE (ART
SPIEGELMAN, 1972)

MALS, A BIOGRAPHY OF
SPIEGELMAN'S FATHER AS A HOLO-
CAUST SURVIVOR;, 1S ONE OF THE
FIRST ALTERNATIVE COMICS TO
BREAK INTO THE MAINSTREAM AFTER
WINNING A SPECIAL PULITZER IN
1992. THIS BOOK, REISSUED SEV-
ERAL TIMES SINCE IT FIRST AP-
PEARED IN THE UNDERGROUND RAW,
HELPED TO RATIFY COMIC ART AS A
LITERARY FORM AND TO BRING THE
BOOK-LENGTH COMIC TO PUBLIC AT-
TENTION. MALS 1S A KEY MOMENT IN
COMICS HISTORY, BUT IT'S ALSO A
MOVING STORY, MASTERFULLY
CRAFTED AND BEAUTIFULLY PRAWN.

VanYiternationalEesseectise

OUTSIPE NORTH AMERICA; WHAT
WE CALL “ALTERNATIVE COMICS”
ARE THE NORM. MEXICAN H/5TOR/IE-
745 ARE SET IN THE FAMILIAR EVE-
RYPAY, JAPANESE MANGA (FROM
SCHOOL STORIES TO EPIC FANTASY
TO PORNOGRAPHY) ARE ACCEPT-
ABLE FOR APULTS TO REAP N PUB-
LIC; AND IN WESTERN EUROPE COM-
ICS ARE A HIGHBROW ART FORM.
OFTEN COMICS ARE USED TO CHAL-
LENGE OPPRESSIVE AUTHORITIES OR
CULTURAL CONSTRAINTS. INTER-
ESTED REAPERS WILL APPRECIATE
SOME OF THESE MORE INNOVATIVE
AND CHALLENGING FOREIGN-
LANGUAGE TITLES FROM AROUND
THE WORLD. HIGHLIGHTS OF THE
COLLECTION INCLUPE:

LE AWENTURE AFRICANE D/
GIUSEPPE BERGMAN (MILO MANARA,
1990).

LITERARY AND EROTIC HIGH ART; A
META-EXAMINATION OF THE COMICS
FORM,; WHERE THE MAIN CHARACTER
OFTEN INTERACTS WITH THE NARRATOR
AS HIS STORY PLAYS OUT. THE ITAL-
IAN MASTER'S MASTERWORK; IT SUR-
PASSES ANY OTHER MANARA TITLE.

PERAK PAUL KARTUN (ZUNAR,
20049).

COLLECTING GECUNG KARTUNG,
BANNED FOR SEPITIOUSNESS. VALU-
ABLE INSIGHT INTO SUPPRESSED MA-
LAYSIAN CULTURE.

BITTERKOMIX (KNNEMERER AND
BOTES, 1992).

A SAVAGE CRITIQUE OF APARTHEIP
AND POST-APARTHEID RACISM, DE-
CRIEDP AS PORNOGRAPHIC FOR ITS
ADULT THEMES ON INITIAL PUBLICA-
TION, BUT CONTINUES TO SURVIVE AND
PROVIPE A BLACK PERSPECTIVE ON A
CULTURE STILL AFFECTED BY WHITE
POLITICS.

FOR THE COMPLETE
READING GUIDE AND COL-
LECTION PROFILE, PLEASE
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A BROADPER UNPERSTANPING OF THE
COMICS WORLD—-AND A WHOLE NEW
WORLD OF STORIES TO EXPLORE.

FOR MOST OF THEIR HISTORY,
COMIC BOOKS"” MEANT CHEAP 32-
PAGE PULP STORIES WHOSE EX-
AGGERATED HEROES, SIMPLISTIC
PLOTS, AND ASSEMBLY-LINE ART-
WORK APPEALED MAINLY TO CHIL-
DPREN. ONLY RECENTLY HAVE COM-
IC& GEAREDP TOWARD APULTS
COME TO THE ATTENTION OF
POPULAR CULTURE., YGRAPHIC NOV-
ELS"” LIKE MAUS, WATCHMEN, AND
PERSEPOLIS ARE CELEBRATED AS
GREAT LITERATURE AND HIGH ART.
BUT SERIOUS, ARTISTIC COMICS
HAVE A MUCH LONGER HISTORY
THAT 1S OVERLOOKED BY A CUL-
TURE THAT HAD TO INVENT A NEW
TERM BEFORE |IT COULD TAKE
COMICS SERIOUSLY.

AROUND THE 19605,
YALTERNATIVE"” OR “UNPERGROUNP
COMIX"” REBELLED AGAINST THE
SUPERHERO-POMINATED KIP-
FRIENPLY MAINSTREAM, WHERE
THE COMICS COPE AUTHORITY PRO-
HIBITED APULT THEMES AND AM-
BIGUOUS MORALS. ALTERNATIVE
COMICS EXPERIMENTED ARTISTI-
CALLY, QUESTIONED SOCIAL
NORMS, AND EXPLOREP EVERY-
THING THE COPE AVOIPED., THEY
ARE THE FORERUNNERS TO MORE
COMPLEX STORIES IN MOPERN SU-
PERHERO COMICS, AND THE HIGH-
ART GRAPHIC NOVELS THAT PRO-
LIFERATE TOPAY.

THE COLLECTION OUTLINEDP
HERE SELECTS FROM THE HISTORY
OF COMICS THE MOST CULTURALLY
INFLUENTIAL ; ARTISTICALLY INSPIR-
ING, AND CONTROVERSIAL WORKS
FROM NORTH AMERICA AND
AROUNP THE WORLD. IT PRO-
VIPES A COUNTER TO THE POMI-
NANCE OF SUPERHEROES THAT
STILL EXISTS ON LIBRARY
SHELVES, AND OFFERS REAPERS

Leess

e STORIES MAY NOT PROVOKE SYMPATHY
FOR CRIMINALS, OR DISTRUST IN LAW EN-
FORCEMENT

e GOOD MUST ALWAYS TRIUMPH OVER EVIL,
CRIMINALS ALWAYS PUNISHED

¢ NO NUDITY, SEX, OR SUGGESTIVE POS-
TURES IN ILLUSTRATIONS

¢ NO USE OF WORDS *HORROR” OR
“TERROR” IN TITLES. NO HORROR THEMES
ALLOWED

e IF CRIME IS DEPICTED IT SHALL BE AS A
SORDID AND UNPLEASANT ACTIVITY.

Selectedylitics,

IN THE BEGINNING...

ZAP COMIX (R. CRUMB, 1968-2005)

THE FIRST TRUE UNPERGROUND
COMIX SERIES, A SUBVERSIVE APPRO-
PRIATION OF THE SHOP-ASSEMBLED
MASS-MARKET COMIC BOOK FORMAT.
STORIES IN 24P CONTAINED SATIRICAL,
POLITICAL, SEXUALLY VIOLENT AND RA-
CIAL CONTENT THAT COULP NOT BE
SOLDP ON MAINSTREAM NEWSSTANDS.
BEARING THE LABEL, “FOR ADULT IN-
TELLECTUALS ONLY,” THE BOOK CHAL -
LENGED THE ENFORCED CHILD-
FRIENDPLY FORM OF MAINSTREAM COM-
IC& AND BIRTHED THE UNPERGROUND
COMIX MOVEMENT.

CHALLENGING SOCIETY...

INNER CITY ROMANCE (GUY
COLWELL, 1972)

A GHETTO PRAMA THAT ACTIVELY
ATTACKED RACIAL PIVIPES. SEX
AND DRUGS AND SOCIAL PEBATE
FROM A RARE AFRICAN-AMERICAN
PERSPECTIVE PLACE THIS BOCOK IN
THE MIPST OF A MAJOR SOCIAL
QUESTION.

IT AIN'T ME BABE (IT AIN'T ME
BABE COLLECTIVE, 1970)

BORN OUT OF A WOMEN'S LIB-
ERATION NEWSPAPER OF THE SAME
NAME,; THIS WAS THE FIRST COMIC
BOOK WRITTEN AND DPRAWN EN-
TIRELY BY WOMEN. WITH FEMINIST-
THEMED STORIES, THIS BOOK
MARKED THE ENTRY OF WOMEN
INTO THE WORLDP OF UNPERGROUND
COMIX, IN REACTION TO THE MI-
SOGYNIST VIOLENCE MASKED AS
HUMOUR THAT DPOMINATED MALE-
CREATED COMIX; AND INSPIRED A
NUMBER OF WOMAN-MADE PUBLICA-
TIONS THAT FOCUSED ON GENPER
ISEUES AND SEX FROM THE FEMALE
PERSPECTIVE.

BREAKING THE MOLD...

PAYING FOR IT: A COMIC-STRIP
MEMOIR ABOUT BEING A JOHN
(CHESTER BROWN, 2011)

A STARKLY HONEST MEMOIR

ABOUT A DEEPLY UNCOMFORTABLE
SUBJECT: ABANDPONING ROMANTIC
LOVE FOR PAIP SEX. NOT JUST A
LOOK INTO THE WORLDP OF PROSTI-
TUTION, PAYING FOR IT SERIOCUSLY
QUESTIONS LOVE, ROMANCE, AND
SOCIAL MORES, BROWN'S SIMPLE
ARTWORK AND SELF-EXAMINATION
LEAD THE REAPER TO UNEXPECTED
CONCLUSIONS, AND SHOW OFF THE
RHETORICAL POWER OF THE COMIC
MEPIUM. ONE OF FEW BOOKS
WHERE THE APPENPICES ARE JUST
AS INTERESTING AS THE STORY.
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